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From the President’s Desk
Upcoming HCAAO events
Dear colleagues:
On behalf of the Executive Council of the HCAAO,
I'm writing to announce three important events, the
success of which depends critically upon your
participation. Please mark the dates on your
calendar. Separate announcements/reminders will
follow.

Annual General Meeting
Sunday, December 14, 2008, 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Bahen Information Technology Building, Room BA
5256, fifth floor, University of Toronto, 40 St. George
street. (Enter from 40 St. George street, proceed
straight, then turn left towards the south part of the
building, take the south elevators, turn left as you
exit from elevators.)
The Agenda
Approval of minutes of the 2007 General Meeting
President's Report
Treasurer's Report
Upcoming Planned Events - Implementation &
Logistics
New Activities - Discussion of options

Obviously, the active participation of our members is
key to the success of the event. With minimum effort
on our part, we can potentially make a big difference
in the lives of students. This is the first event of its
kind ever in the community and therefore, it's going
to be a learning experience for everyone involved.
For this reason, we want to keep it simple and
flexible for now.
You will put in a minimum effort...
Should you choose to participate, the effort required
on your part would be rather minimal. You will
simply have to volunteer three hours of your time to
answer student questions about your academic
discipline and offer some kind of guidance to them
should they be interested to pursue a related field of
study. Obviously, it would be a good idea if you
could bring with you printed information materials
from your Department/Faculty/University for
distribution.
...and you might make a big difference!
Students (and their parents) will certainly appreciate
the opportunity to talk directly to a professor about a
matter of such importance to them. Also, knowing
that they share with him/her a common heritage
will certainly touch them and have a positive effect
on them.

Get-together Dinner - 2009
University Studies Orientation Day
Sunday, January 11, 2009, 5:00-8:00 p.m.
Greek Community of Toronto, 30 Thorncliffe Park
Drive, Toronto, Ontario M4H 1H8, Tel: (416) 4252485, Fax: (416) 425-2954
This is an opportunity for us to give something back
to the community and your participation is strongly
encouraged. The goal is to help high school students
applying for university studies make better choices.

Sunday, February 8, 2009, 5:30 p.m.
The David Duncan House (beautiful, upscale
steakhouse in Toronto - vegetarian dishes available full details and directions to follow)
Guest Speaker: Dr. Dean Kostantaras, HHF Hellenic
Studies Chair, York U. / Topic: TBA
Price: TBA (not expected to be materially different
from last year's price of $75)
Details to follow.
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Once again, success of these events depends critically
upon your participation and I would appreciate an
early indication of your availability.
Thanks and regards,
Theodore Tolias
President, HCAAO

Past HCAAO events
Get-together Dinner 2008
On Sunday, February 3, 2008, our members and guests
gathered at the David Duncan House, for this year's
get-together dinner. The warm and friendly
atmosphere of the David Duncan House, the great
participation of our members, the delicious food and
most importantly our special invited guests made
this 10th get-together dinner a remarkable success.
Following the opening remarks by the president of
HCAAO, Prof. Theodore Tolias, the greetings by the
Consul General of Greece, Efthymios Efthymiades,
by John Sotos, President, Hellenic Heritage
Foundation, and by Dr. Marie Bountrogianni,
President and Executive Director, Royal Ontario
Museum Governors', Prof. Mamdouh Shoukri,
President, York U. spoke on the importance of
Hellenic Studies for York University and for the
Canadian society in general. His remarks were
echoed by the addresses of Prof. Sheila Embleton, VP
Academic, and Prof. Robert Drummond, Dean, Arts,
York U. The evening's presentations closed with a
stimulating Q&A discussion. HCAAO wishes to
thank each and everyone who participated in the
event, thus making this an unforgettable evening.
See video highlights and more on the HCAAO web
page.

Awards and Distinctions
Professor Eleftherios P. Diamandis, Department of
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Mount Sinai
Hospital, was named Fellow of the Royal Society of
Canada. Professor Diamandis is internationally
recognized for his contributions in the area of
prostate cancer diagnosis-prognosis. His pioneering
work has established the complete genomic
organization
of
the
prostate-specific-antigen
proteinase family, their cell biology, enzymology,
activation of cell signaling and their involvement in
cancer and skin disorders. His work has improved
patient care and his newer discoveries will change
the way we diagnose and treat cancer.
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Professor Constantin Christopoulos, Department of
Civil Engineering, University of Toronto, has been
recognized by the Professional Engineers of Ontario
for his numerous contributions as a teacher and
researcher in the area of structural engineering as the
winner of the 2008 Young Engineer’s Medal.
Excerpt from the published citation:
“In 2007, Dr. Christopoulos received an Ontario
Premier’s Early Researcher Award to recognize his
undergraduate and graduate student supervision,
and his success in funding his prolific research. He
also received the Early Career Research Excellence
Chair from the Department of Civil Engineering at
the University of Toronto.”
Disclaimer: HCAAO would be very happy to
announce awards and distinctions received by our
members, provided that they are brought to our
attention. Please let us know!

Other Activities
In November of 2007 and 2008, HCAAO was invited
by the Polytechnic Coordinating Committee of
Toronto to cultural events commemorating the
student uprising of November 17, 1973 in the
National Technical University of Athens and made a
small financial contribution in support of these
events.

Renew your membership today!
Please fill out the enclosed form and mail it with your
payment to the mailing address shown.
Make cheque payable to the Hellenic-Canadian
Academic Association of Ontario

Find out more about HCAAO
http://www.greekvillage.com/hcaao

Διάλογοι
Get-together dinner - February 3, 2008
Photo Gallery
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